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Sir: 

This information disclosure statement is being filed before 
the mailing of a first Office Action on the merits. 

The above-identified patent application has a counter part 
foreign patent application PCT patent application No. 
PCT/US01/40504. A reference, listed below, is being 

disclosed to the Patent and Trademark Office as information 
that may be material to the examination of the above- 
identified patent application. 



U.S. Patent No. 5,826,247 to Pintsov et al . 
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A copy of this reference is enclosed together with a Form 
PTO-1449 for the Examiner's use. 



The Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge payment for 
any fees associated with this communication or credit any 
overpayment to Deposit Account No. 16-1350. 



Respectfully submitted, 




Michael Clorite 
Reg. No. 44,620 
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CERTIFICATE OF MAILING 

I hereby certify that this correspondence is being 
deposited with the United States Postal Service on the date 
indicated below as first class mail in an envelope address 
to the Commissioner of Patents, Washington, D.C. 20231. 



Date : 
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Person Making Deposit 
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